There are an insufficient number of foster homes avail able for the appropriate placement of foster children in M ultnomah County, Oregon accordi ng to the largest place ment agenc y i n Oregon, Children's Services Division.
The Tri-C ount y Fo s ter Pare nt 's Association signed a Pur chase of Se r v ice Agre eme n t with t h e Oregon Children's Services Division to develop a recruitment program to obtai n additional foster homes.
In an e ffort to do this effec tively , the Foster Parent Association asked Por t land St a te UniverSity School of Social Work to do a I Norman A. Polansky, Robert D. Borgman, and Chris tine De. Sa ix, Roots of Futility (San Francisco, 1972) p. xi. descri p tive a na lysis of the Multnomah County* fos t er par ent popu l a ti on. The Association wis hed to determine if there were measureable characteristics of certified fos ter parents wh ic h could. be used as indi cators for recrui t ment e The pu rp os e of the study was t o col lect pert i nent i n f or mat i on , retrie ve a nd a nalyz e I t , and report t o t he
Foster Par e nt As s ociation.
REVIEW OF LITERATURE:
Previous studies of foster care have analyzed the attitudes and motivations of foster parents. These are well summarized in "Foster Parenting: An Integrative Review of the Literature" by Taylor and Starr (1967) .2 Recruitment problems, foster parent selection, and the caseworke r -foster parent relatio n ship have also been given attention by r e s e a rc her s. 3 Foster care failures have rece i ve d much att ention. Howe ve r, little has been dete r mi ned about the total population of foster families in larger communities. Only two ma j or studies (Fanshel, *Multnomah County contains the largest metropolitan ar e a i n Ore g on and has a population of over a half mi lli on pe opl e. 2De l ores A. Taylor and Phyllis , Starr, "Foster Pa r e' n t i ng: An Inte gra t i ve Rev iew of the Li terature , " Chi l d W el f ar e , XLVI (July, 1967) , pp. 371-385.
3Da v i d Fanshel, "Foster Parenthood: A Role Analysis (Minne a p ol is, 1966). Fost e r Pa re n t hood: A Role Analysis, Lj, and Kraus, Predic~ ing Succes s of F ost e r Placements for Sc h ool-Age Childre~5) have i nte g ra te d data of over a h undre d fam ilies to develop , a comprehe nsive picture of foster c are in a particular commun it y . Fa n shel's study collected in-depth data from only s ix f ami li e s, a n n the ge n e ral data ha s relevance mai nly to i ndu s t r i a l , coal min ing communiti es similar to t he P i t t sburg are a .
Krau s s tud i ed 1 5 7 fam i lies in New
Zeala nd , to de ter mi n e what elata , if a n y, would pred ic t successful child placement. While he found no independent ly statis t i c ally significant factors, he did identify clusters of ractors that indicated probable successful placements. information needed for cur:rent placement, recruitment and analysis. There were no studies found which dealt with the diff ic ulties of retrieving data from large agencies.
Methodology:
The ori gi nal p l a n was t o obta in r e levant data from As the S ta te Office was unable to provide the s e forms, the follow ing methods were employed. h ome s.
All information in t h is research wa s taken from the
The amount of error in this portion of the study is so g reat that the percentages are unreliable. The reasons for thi s a r e n ot known; it may have been a combination of incorrect zip codes on the foster parent cards or on the foster parent lists, incorrect coding for the computer, or pu nching errors.
( 'I'he FH 1003 form would have had a cc u r ate zip codes.) The informat i on compiled is of l i tt l e or limited use for recruit me n t as a res u lt of the number of errors.
Of the 1034 certified homes i n June, 1972, 89% were two-pare nt families, 10% were one-pare n t families headed by women, and 1% were one-parent fam i lies headed by men.
The parents in 84% of the homes in the study were White, 13% were Black, and the remaining 3% of the parents were mixed combinations of Black, White, Oriental or Indian.
On the foster home cards, the religious preferenc e of 27% of the foster parents was listed as Protestants and 14% as Catholic. No religous preference was indicated for 6%. Thirteen percent were identified as Baptist, 9%
Lut hereran, 31% were distributed among twelve other denomina tions. Th ere was no indication as to whether the foster parents were active or inactive church members.
It was speculated that a correlation between the number of children placed with the vacancy periods and length of child placement in the home would measure adequacy of care. Results indicated that 69% of the homes had ha d fr om one to f i ve c hildren placed in two years, 1 2% si x to ten c h ild r en, 10% eleven to twenty, and 9% ha d more than t we n t y children placed. Thirty perc e n t of the homes had no vacancies. Forty-seven per cent of t he h omes we re vacant less than thr e e months, 8% 4 -6 months, 11% 7-12 months, and L~% f or more than twe lve months. There were 2.890 p lac eme n ts during the two-year pe riod. Twenty-four percent of t h e children were placed from one to thirty days, 43% from one to six months, and 33% from seven months to two years or more.
Although the percentages are statistically reliable, they are not valid for ind.icating the effectiveness of the homes in terms of child care.
To establish validity, additional information would be required as to whether or not the length of stay corresponded to the needs of the child, whether or not the caseworker found it neces sary to remove the child, or whether or not the foster parents asked to have the child moved. According to Jonathan Kraus, a foster home is only successful if a child is able to remain in the home for the period of time he mus t be away from his natural family.* *For discussion of criteria of success of placement, see the Kraus article previously cited.
In te rms of this study, foster homes which have been certified f or a two-ye ar or longer period indicate suc cess in s t aying with the foster home program. The results of the study show that 53% of the homes had been certified for more tha n one year and 47% for less than a year. Of the 5}%, 6% were certified for over one year, 7% for two years 5 10% for three years, 16% for four years, and 14% for over five years or more.
According to the foster home cards, homes were certi fied for the following age ranges: 
2.
Determine if there is a correlation between length of child placement and adequacy in terms of the child's needs.
Determine if retention in the foster home program
indicates success of the home in terms of the child's needs.
4. Determine the percentage of successful "specific child only" homes. 5. Determine numbers of "specific child only" homes that later convert to regular foster home care.
